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COUNTY COUNCIL – 9 November 2022
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

1. Questioner’s name: Graham Beale Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

The new High School Leckhampton opened its doors to 
students in September this year. To support travel to the school, 
Gloucestershire County Council has improved Shurdington 
Road to encourage walking and cycling. Given many of the 
people using these routes will be unaccompanied young 
students on a busy main road. Can the council confirm if they 
will be reducing the speed limit to 30mph to match other 
stretches on the same road and greatly reduce the chance of 
death should there be an accident?

I am aware that Borough/County Councillors, members of the 
Parish Council and many local residents are supportive of this 
idea.

There is no current proposal to reduce the speed limit on Shurdington 
Road.  The County Council will continue to monitor the location in order 
to consider if further measures are required.

2. Questioner’s name: Tony Oliver Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

I am aware that Gloucestershire County Council has a 
proposal to establish a woodland area on a disused railway - 
known locally as the Bournside corridor. Project 
literature outlines secured funding for maintenance and upkeep 
for the first five years of this project. 
With the understanding that this land will be continually 
maintained to standards which fulfil the project aims: i.e. to 
encourage habitat and biodiversity. Please can I request that we 
understand the anticipated or projected costs to maintain this 
land in years 6, 7, 8, 9 & 10? 

In the early 1990s GCC’s ecological team identified the land as an 
important wildlife corridor.  This piece of land has been maintained by 
AMPS in recent years otherwise it would be completely overgrown. 
There are currently locked gates at either end of the overgrown land 
restricting any access.
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3. Questioner’s name: Graham Beale Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

The largest school in Gloucestershire, Bournside in Warden Hill 
Road,  has for some time been considered a Road Safety 
Nightmare - leaving parents deeply concerned about the safety 
of their children.
 
More recently, Gloucestershire County Council (GCC)has 
implemented further ‘sticking plaster’ safety improvements 
which according to residents, the headteacher and our own 
observations have inadvertently increased confusion to all 
road users.
 
Teachers inform me that GCC officers recently measured up for 
a variety of traffic measures, none of which saw the light of day - 
yet when challenged they were told that ‘GCC has made a lot of 
improvements to the area’.
 
Residents, parents and teachers have long asked for two Zebra 
crossings to be installed on this road to afford 
pedestrians legitimate protection from vehicles. At what point 
will GCC move away from cheap but ineffective solutions and 
offer pupils enforceable protection from vehicles by committing 
to  installing Zebra crossings? 

A feasibility study in February 2020 found that uncontrolled crossings 
were sufficient for this location. However it did recommend other safety 
measures which we have since implemented, including coloured road 
surfacing to highlight locations where pupils cross, red School Safety 
Zone markings, a 20mph advisory speed limit at school times and 
speed humps on the approaches to the school. This work was carried 
out in consultation with the County Councillor for the area.
 
It has been two years since the feasibility study was carried out so in 
light of concerns and further collisions and given the change in 
circumstances I will ask officers to review the effectiveness of existing 
measures, the collision history and design guidance to establish 
whether uncontrolled crossings are still considered to be sufficient.
 
Delivery of road safety measures in the county is subject to funding 
and prioritisation based on factors including collision history, funding, 
police support and deliverability, this allows us to target improvements 
and funding to the areas that can make the most difference to our 
communities.

4. Questioner’s name: Steve Gower Respondent’s name: Cllr Kathy Williams
During Covid lockdown 1 and the implementation of the All In 
policy that was invoked by the Government in March 2020, it 
was quoted by employees and volunteers of the out of hrs 
homeless team in Gloucester at the time, that some 150-180 
individuals were on the list, hence no duty.

Responsibility for housing sits with lower tier Local Authorities i.e. the 
district councils and not the County Council.  In preparing this response 
we have liaised with members of the Strategic Housing Partnership 
which is a multi-agency group that considers housing issues across the 
county and includes representatives from all seven councils, health and 
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Since the initial denial from either the City or County Council of 
a Do Not Place List even existed at that time in this county for 
the homeless until Aug 2021.

It has now been accepted that a third party intercepts the data 
of all those placed on it from outreach (City council)  to out of 
hours team (County council Adult Social Care)

My question to the council is why is a national/ international 
agency empty property security company Orbis Protect, is 
contracted to intercept and collect the Data of these vulnerable 
individuals, through information gained unknowingly by 
Gloucester Council and Adult Social Care. 

Who established the contract from the council to Orbis Protect? 
When were the services of Orbis Protect and or any other 
company Alias established between the council and third-party 
agencies?
How much money from the council has been paid to Orbis 
Protect in their time as third-party data collectors of vulnerable 
individuals in this county? 
Why is Orbis Protect needed and their services?
How many individuals are on the Do Not Place List today?

the police and crime commissioner’s office.   For specific questions 

Orbis deal with homeless emergencies that happen out of hours.  The 
company was commissioned by individual Districts due to the 
increased demand on calls going to their Emergency Duty Team (EDT) 
out of hours and concern that this increase may impact on the 
safeguarding responsibilities of the EDT.   The service is not for those 
already assessed by the Local Housing Authorities (districts).  
Contracts with Oribis were in place pre COVID (2016/17).  

The arrangement works by cases being referred from the EDT or 
District Council Housing Officer to Orbis and then Orbis make a 
placement on behalf of the relevant District.  Neither Orbis nor the EDT 
have access to District Council housing databases and the appropriate 
information governance arrangements are in place with respect to the 
data that is exchanged between the EDT/District and Orbis.  

The current situation is that Publica (covering the Forest of Dean and 
Cotswold district areas) have ended their arrangement but it is still in 
place in the other Districts.  District Councils will hold the financial 
details of their contracts. 

During C-19 a Countywide Emergency Accommodation Protocol 
(CEAP) was put in place to ensure that all those sleeping rough had 
somewhere safe to stay. The Strategic Housing Partnership were 
committed to offering emergency accommodation to anyone sleeping 
rough on our streets in the depth of the pandemic and the Protocol 
superseded any other actions in relation to high-risk individuals who 
may be difficult to house safely.  In many cases during the pandemic 
individuals that were evicted for deliberate acts against property or 
people were rehoused multiple times.  A ‘complex case cell’ was stood 
up which took a multi-agency approach to finding housing solutions to 
some of the most complex individuals sleeping rough and this 
continues to meet since the pandemic measures have been lifted. 
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5. Questioner’s name: Dr Deborah Talbot Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson

My child attends Archway and I live in Harescombe, in Stroud 
District. Despite the fact my partner and I work, we are obliged 
to drive our daughter to and from school every morning. The 
journey from our house to any nearby bus stop is long and 
perilous, particularly as she is a 12 year old girl and there have 
been multiple sex attacks around Stroud. 

Why are there no school buses connecting rural areas in Stroud 
District to Stroud schools (of which there are three in close 
proximity)? It is absolutely outrageous that we are forced into 
this position, and indeed my daughter is deprived of being able 
to learn some skills of independence. 

The statutory obligations of councils regarding home-to-school 
transport are set out by the government in national Home to School 
Travel Statutory Guidance: ‘Home-to-school travel and transport 
statutory guidance’. 
 
The responsibility for getting a child to and from school rests with the 
parent. Information clarifying support with home to school transport is 
made available to all parents/carers on the Council’s website and 
parents are asked to confirm that they have read the home to school 
transport policy before their application for a school place can be 
submitted online. 
 
It is important that parents consider how they will get their child to 
school when applying for a school place and that they can make 
suitable arrangements for transport if their child is not eligible for 
transport provided by the council.

6. Questioner’s name: Philippa Schwartz Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman

This time last year, I asked a question on behalf of the 
Minchinhampton and Rodborough Commons Advisory 
Committee (MRCAC). 
The question raised described the deep concern that local 
groups have for the future of the commons given the large 
amount of through commuter traffic that crosses the commons 
each day. These important ecological and leisure sites have 
only a 40mph speed limit to protect walkers, horse riders, 
cyclists and 500 cattle from speeding traffic. These roads take 
half of the commuter traffic that should in theory be using the 
designated A419 route with no apparent thought from Highways 

As you can probably imagine, in a large county with over 3,300 miles of 
roads, Gloucestershire County Council receives many requests for 
highway safety improvements each year, and whilst we do consider 
each request, we cannot action every one of them. To help us 
consistently prioritise requests we consider factors including traffic 
speed and volumes and the difficulty faced by pedestrians crossing the 
road; the number and nature of personal injury accidents particularly 
those involving pedestrians; site conditions such as road layout, 
visibility and other site-specific constraints; as well as available 
resources.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/home-to-school-travel-and-transport-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/home-to-school-travel-and-transport-guidance
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as to how this might be made safer for users of the commons 
and the all-important cattle.
These local groups – including parish councils and graziers as 
well as MRCAC – have been asking for traffic calming and 
speed limit changes for many years with zero action from GCC.
Last year’s question from me was followed by a very well-
received site visit in May from Cllr Gray who was impressed 
both by our volunteer efforts and data gathering and by the 
worrying traffic speeds and numbers. But again sadly no action.
My question now is – as a matter of urgency, please could the 
council give serious and urgent attention to how it intends to 
manage traffic in these important sites before a cow injury or 
death also becomes a human one?

 
For this road, thankfully there have been very few accidents involving 
road users or cows over recent years and this is over a wide area. The 
road is well used with approximately 8,000 vehicle movement per day, 
but this also depicts a road with a ‘very low’ overall accident record and 
it is very difficult to justify further road safety measures. The small 
number of accidents is partly due to the fact the area of the commons 
is bounded by two strategic roads (A419 Stroud-Cirencester road and 
A46 Stroud-Bath road) that carry the majority of non-local village/town 
generated traffic, and that the commons traffic is used by local people 
or regular users of the roads who are very well aware of the road layout 
and potential hazard.

The Council appreciates the efforts made by all stakeholders and has 
met regularly to discuss ideas – through this dialogue the Council has 
previously implemented a 7.5T environmental weight limit (lorry ban) 
across the commons; traffic calming along Cirencester Road, 
Minchinhampton; a 40mph speed limit across the commons; cow 
warning signs and road markings; quiet lanes in Rodborough; and 
there is regular work with the police and media to highlight safe driving 
practices and enforcement particularly when cattle grazing 
commences.
 
As is often the case, after years of investing in highway safety 
improvements, many of today’s accidents are due to driver error and 
engineering solutions will not eradicate the chance of them happening. 

In summary, with the above in mind, I cannot support requests for new 
measures at this time but will continue to monitor the situation and 
discuss new concerns and new initiatives with the County Councillor 
and local parish councils who are actively working with my Officers. 

In addition you may also be aware of the Councils’ Community Speed 
Watch initiative, a £600,000 fund that we have created to further 
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support communities with their Road Safety concerns.  Details can be 
found at https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/your-community/the-
community-speedwatch-fund/

7. Questioner’s name: Mark Mitchell Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson

Can GCC confirm and publish evidence of risk and formal 
assessments done, in relation to child welfare and safeguarding, 
following the decision to change the Chedworth to Cotswold 
School bus timetable. The specific assessment should show 
how the safeguarding of the students is maintained due to their 
early arrival and late departure, outside the normal school 
monitoring times and intern the assessment of the long term 
effects to child mental welfare and extra strain put upon them, 
due to extended hours.
Given that child safeguarding and welfare should be given 
priority at all times, can they confirm that this has been properly 
assessed and provided for and that it has not been put aside in 
favour of costings?

The statutory obligations of councils regarding home-to-school 
transport are set out by the government in national Home to School 
Travel Statutory Guidance: ‘Home-to-school travel and transport 
statutory guidance’. 

This covers both the safeguarding requirements and national guidance 
regarding the provision of the service to pupils.  Double running of a 
bus; whereby a longer journey drops at the school slightly earlier to 
allow the same bus to make a short, local to school pick up (and vice 
versa in the evening) is well established practice nationally and staff 
have been careful to assess the impact here, its reasonableness and 
the implications of not making a change.  Which would otherwise mean 
that either Chedworth or Upper Rissington pupils would be left with no 
transport provision or a corresponding route is cancelled elsewhere.

Pupils continue to be dropped at and picked up from the school 
premises and the school remains open and sufficiently staffed during 
this time.  The journey timings and duration continue to meet the 
national guidance and are not ‘outliers’ in respect of other services 
provided within Gloucestershire or nationally.

Hence whilst the teams always endeavour to provide the most 
favourable service to all of our pupils, I do not agree that the change 
could be contrary to safeguarding or welfare requirements and I do feel 
that the change has been appropriately considered. 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/your-community/the-community-speedwatch-fund/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/your-community/the-community-speedwatch-fund/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/home-to-school-travel-and-transport-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/home-to-school-travel-and-transport-guidance
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8. Questioner’s name: Peter Jeffries Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

For several months in Springbank, we have had an unusually 
high number of street light outages, possibly linked to city fibre 
works.
Some repairs appear to have started, but we have not yet had 
assurance that all the outstanding repairs have been 
rescheduled.  As the nights draw in, residents are increasingly 
worried about their safety.  
Please could the cabinet member give dates for completion of 
the outstanding repairs”.

We are aware of three locations where there are cable faults affecting 
the operation of streetlights in the Spring bank area. We are very 
aware of the darker evenings, and we continue to work with National 
Grid (formerly Western Power Distribution) who are responsible for 
these repairs, to prioritise them. While we don’t have specific 
programme dates for each currently, we do expect them all to be 
repaired within the next three weeks.  I am happy to provide contact 
details for National Grid and it may help for them to provide 
reassurance direct to you or the local community regarding their 
prioritisation for these repairs.

9. Questioner’s name: Beki Aldam Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson
Recently, Stroud District Council passed a motion declaring a 
Cost of Living Emergency. Children are especially vulnerable in 
any emergency situation, and this is no exception. 

Some 1.8 million children face poorer quality school meals as a 
result of the rising cost of food. And children are already eating 
more processed food at school, because of rising food costs. In 
addition, many children are simply going hungry because there 
is not enough food at home. Another councillor spoke during the 
SDC motion about the FE college where he works, which now 
has a food bank for students, as well as teachers bringing in 
food they have paid for themselves, to feed their students so 
they can learn.

In addition, nearly half of all food-insecure families do not qualify 
for free school meals, because the threshold is unrealistic, and 
increasingly out of line with rising costs.

GCC continues to work with our schools to identify young people 
entitled to Free School Meals and schools continue to subsidise meals 
through directly administered government funding. As and when there 
is a further national directive relating to free school meals, GCC is well 
positioned to respond quickly and efficiently.

Grant funding has enabled GCC to support over 18,000 children and 
young people entitled to benefit related FSM’s over the holiday periods 
that HAF does not run, so 7 weeks of the year. This is paid at the same 
rate of FSM’s so £15 per week per child.
This provision has not been extended to those not in receipt of FSM’s 
however match funding of the HAF through COMF funding and other 
grants available have enabled GCC to offer this to children under the 
age of 5 so those not yet eligible to FMS’s and also to those in SEND 
education and young people who leave school but are in-between 
college or employment.
Grant funding such as the Household Support Fund is aligned to this 
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My question is, will GCC call upon the National Government to 
ensure that schools are protected from rising food costs, 
so that they can continue to provide healthy and locally-sourced 
meals? In addition, the Government needs to extend the Free 
School Meals scheme, making it universal for all primary 
school children, and extend the free school meal eligibility 
criteria from £7,400 to £20,000 a year, for secondary school 
children. This is in line with recommendations by the National 
Food Strategy's independent review (link below).

Will Gloucestershire County Council call upon the National 
Government to provide these necessities for children, 
preventing a "calamitous hunger crisis"?

References and links:
National Food Strategy 
Recommendation: https://www.nationalfoodstrategy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/07/National-Food-Strategy-
Recommendations-in-Full.pdf

Sky News: https://news.sky.com/story/cost-of-living-crisis-1-8-
million-children-facing-poorer-quality-school-meals-as-food-
costs-rise-12720797 

Southwark 
Council: https://www.southwark.gov.uk/news/2022/sep/southwar
k-highlights-the-importance-of-universal-primary-free-school-
meals

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/children-
poverty-free-school-meals-b2207655.html

offer so families struggling with buying or cooking food are supported to 
apply for additional funding. The HAF programme has already 
responded to the need for families to receive hot food during the 
holiday as cooking pack or frozen meal put an additional financial 
pressure on families. 

GCC are already negotiating school meal prices with our school meals 
provider Caterlink to ensure a continued standard of service.  Our 
current meal price is £2.36, 5p below the funding allowance.

10. Questioner’s name: Simon Craske Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson
Following GCC agreed increases in pupil numbers at The 

https://www.nationalfoodstrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/National-Food-Strategy-Recommendations-in-Full.pdf
https://www.nationalfoodstrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/National-Food-Strategy-Recommendations-in-Full.pdf
https://www.nationalfoodstrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/National-Food-Strategy-Recommendations-in-Full.pdf
https://news.sky.com/story/cost-of-living-crisis-1-8-million-children-facing-poorer-quality-school-meals-as-food-costs-rise-12720797
https://news.sky.com/story/cost-of-living-crisis-1-8-million-children-facing-poorer-quality-school-meals-as-food-costs-rise-12720797
https://news.sky.com/story/cost-of-living-crisis-1-8-million-children-facing-poorer-quality-school-meals-as-food-costs-rise-12720797
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/news/2022/sep/southwark-highlights-the-importance-of-universal-primary-free-school-meals
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/news/2022/sep/southwark-highlights-the-importance-of-universal-primary-free-school-meals
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/news/2022/sep/southwark-highlights-the-importance-of-universal-primary-free-school-meals
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/children-poverty-free-school-meals-b2207655.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/children-poverty-free-school-meals-b2207655.html
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Cotswold School, an increase in “Home To School Transport” is 
needed on one of the shortest routes to school (10 minutes) this 
term.

To provide this extra capacity GCC rescheduled the edge of 
catchment TCS8 school bus (starting in Chedworth), adding 5.5 
hours away from home each week for its 50 pupils aged 11+. 
Over the last 8 weeks multiple safeguarding and practical issues 
have been raised by parents, the school, the Parish Council, our 
County Councillor and the local MP. 

Which GCC policy, Governance principle or Building Back 
Better priority drove the council to take this approach?

Under the current arrangement the morning pick-up in Chedworth is 
scheduled for 07:35. This is not an especially early time as many pick-
ups throughout the county and the entire UK are at a similar time or 
earlier. We understand this is earlier than in recent years however 
changes have to be made to accommodate the transport needs of all 
pupils.
 
A flexible departure arrangement for the afternoon bus to Chedworth 
has been successfully implemented to address the concerns of 
parents, however the same solution is not possible in the morning. 
 
These changes to the school bus timetable are necessary to deliver 
transport to all pupils using the resources available. New services are 
extremely difficult to procure due to a national and local shortage of 
drivers, and in the rare instance when they can be procured, we are 
seeing very high costs due to the impact of inflation on fuel and driver 
salaries. 
 
I have been assured that the situation at The Cotswold School is being 
regularly monitored by staff in the Integrated Transport Unit.

11. Questioner’s name: Vanessa Sissons Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson

The Chedworth pupils are being allowed to board the bus home 
earlier now as Rissington pupils are not getting on the bus. 
Please can you explain why the Rissington pupils are not using 
the bus home and is this arrangement expected to last the rest 
of this academic year.

It is not clear why Rissington pupils are not using this service. However 
as long as this is the case then the flexible departure arrangement 
works to the advantage of Chedworth pupils. Should this situation 
change, officers will look at reviewing the departure arrangements.

12. Questioner’s name: Liz Skelt Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Can the Cabinet Member for roads outline the thinking process County Council Officers are working closely with all utility works 
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for allowing 5 sets of temporary traffic lights on Cheltenham 
road ... at the same time Brookfield Road Bridge is shut to 
traffic?

providers and their contractors to help ensure better co-ordination 
across the area.  Whilst we do have some ability to stipulate when and 
where certain works can take place, this doesn’t cover works that the 
utility companies state are emergencies, or high priority works, and 
utility companies do have a statutory right to access the highways to 
undertake their works. 
 
In relation to the B4063, we have seen works carried out by utility 
companies to provide power to new development and employment 
opportunities at Staverton airport and also construction of the new 
Gloucester to Cheltenham cycleway scheme which has to meet 
funding deadlines set by central government, prompting works to be 
delivered in a closely sequenced manner. Not doing so would risk 
losing millions of pounds of government funding for this route.   In 
addition, if works were to be delivered one at a time this would result in 
a significantly extended programme over a period of years increasing 
the amount of time local people are affected.
 
All works in this area are time critical and this is the same with the 
National Highways works which required immediate attention to 
maintain the integrity of Brookfield Road Bridge and Bamfurlong Lane 
Bridge and safety of road users.
 
Officers coordinating the works have sought to ensure that the total 
number of signals or sets of traffic management is limited at any one 
point in time and timed in a co-ordinated manner to help minimise 
impact to the travelling public and wherever possible the inevitable 
impact from several sets of work is mitigated.
 
Fortunately it is very rare for there to be such a large number of works 
in close proximity and we are no longer seeing the levels of queuing 
initially experienced a few weeks ago. We thank the travelling public for 
their patience whilst these works are being delivered and we are urging 
motorists to consider the timing of their journeys and leave extra time. 
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And of course we are looking forward to the point at which these 
elements of essential maintenance are complete and a fantastic cycle 
scheme is delivered for the local area. 

13. Questioner’s name: Liz Skelt Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Has there been any Highways consultation on the affects that 
shutting these bridges in line with other roadworks will have on 
the local community of Churchdown in regards to the already 
congested roads?

The National Highways works at Brookfield Road and Bamfurlong Lane 
are safety critical, local coordination has ensured that both road 
closures have been sequenced separately with Brookfield Road Bridge 
now open.   Fortnightly communications meetings have been held with 
the contractors and standing monthly co-ordination meetings have 
sought to minimise disruption, wherever possible around these 
essential works. 
 
We have been carefully monitoring the impact of traffic disruption along 
the entire corridor and ensured careful consideration of traffic 
management at peak times to minimise disruption. Alternative solutions 
to minimise disruption have been also been implemented such as 
differing start patterns or working times to minimise disruption.  We 
have also continued to adjust our programmes to the traffic patterns on 
a day-to-day reactive basis, where any incidents have occurred in 
order to minimise impact on wider network.

14. Questioner’s name: Liz Skelt Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Is there any method for sequencing road works in a coherent 
way around Churchdown, to include planned works, Highways 
England works and utilities work?

We are working with all contractors along the corridor to ensure a 
coherent approach to traffic management reflecting that all these works 
are required to be delivered immediately for safety, funding 
commitment and delivery reasons.  And of course noting the statutory 
rights that untiltiy companies and National Highways have to access 
the network in order to undertake repairs
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Officers have met directly affected utility organisations, which has 
resulted in the reduction of temporary traffic lights being in close 
proximity, which were causing increased conflict or congestion.
 
The cycleway works have been broken down into packages of works 
sequenced to avoid traffic management in close proximity.  The traffic 
management setups have been carefully considered to minimise traffic 
disruption wherever possible.

15. Questioner’s name: Liz Skelt Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray 

Can you let me know what the plans for the public consultation 
events for the cycle path through Churchdown, as at yet there 
has been none?

Consultation was undertaken in Spring 2021 with 592 questionnaire 
responses following a comprehensive letter drop, advertising campaign 
and online content.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic regrettably it was 
not possible to undertake physical in person events. 
 
Since this date we have undertaken door to door exercises to consult 
with all frontages along the B4063 route including properties in 
Churchdown, feedback has generally been positive, regarding the 
proposed work and our levels of engagement.
 
We have also held a ‘contractor share’ event for the section between 
the M5 Overbridge to Brickhampton Golf Course, where the contractor 
has had an open meeting with the public about the works.  This will be 
followed by similar contractor share events planned in Churchdown 
over two days in November 2022 which will be publicised widely once a 
venue has been agreed.

16. Questioner’s name: Liz Skelt Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Can the cabinet member for roads visit Churchdown, with me, to 
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look at the chaos his administration are causing? Officers will be happy to meet to discuss current arrangements in 
place, we recognise that utility works and transport infrastructure 
improvements are disruptive although they are necessary for the long 
term prosperity of our county. We thank the travelling public for their 
patience whilst these works are being delivered and urge motorists to 
consider the timing of their journeys and leave extra time for their 
journeys where possible.
 
It is important to recognise the benefits that these works will create, 
works further along the cycle spine in Cheltenham have resulted in a 
significant increase in cycle numbers which will ultimately encourage 
modal shift reducing carbon emissions, improving public health and 
supporting increased access to housing, transport hubs and 
employment centres.  The public surveys have also revealed that these 
works have strong support.

17. Questioner’s name: Neil Kenning Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson
On 6 Sept 2022 at 11:39:59 BST, Faye Williams of GCC ITU, 
informed Parents and Carers of a Change to the TCS8 
timetable from 7/9/22.

The change included an extension to the TCS8 route to add an 
additional journey to Upper Rissington, Delfin Way, which is 10 
minutes from the school.
To achieve this 10 minute journey, all morning stops along the 
route from Chedworth to school were brought forwards 25 
minutes and all evening stops along the route from school to 
Chedworth were delayed 40 minutes, thus  obliging an 
extension to the pupils' school day of a minimum of 1 hour and 5 
minute.
 
Can the GCC ITU, taking such consultancy as may be 
necessary, discover and implement a solution to the timetabling 
that removes the inter-dependency between these two antipodal 

Under the current arrangement the morning pick-up in Chedworth is 
scheduled for 07:35. This is not an especially early time as many pick-
ups throughout the county and the entire UK are at a similar time or 
earlier. We understand this is earlier than in recent years however 
changes have to be made to accommodate the transport needs of all 
pupils.
 
A flexible departure arrangement for the afternoon bus to Chedworth 
has been successfully implemented to address the concerns of 
parents, however the same solution is not possible in the morning. 
 
These changes to the school bus timetable are necessary to deliver 
transport to all pupils using the resources available. New services are 
extremely difficult to procure due to a national and local shortage of 
drivers, and in the rare instance when they can be procured, we are 
seeing very high costs due to the impact of inflation on fuel and driver 
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routes? salaries. 
 
I have been assured that the situation at The Cotswold School is being 
regularly monitored by staff in the Integrated Transport Unit.

18. Questioner’s name: Chris White Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Follow up September Meeting Question 20.
Interest rates and material costs are increasing rapidly. 

In a response to a question from the September Council 
meeting, Cllr Lydon Stowe stated that: 

“We are seeing significant pressures on items which are energy 
and/or oil related. However, we will be working within the 
available budget”. 

How do the council plan to fund these massive increases in the 
cost of road building and maintenance, surely this cannot be 
covered within this year's current budget or even 2023-2024s. 
Based on the restriction placed on Councils in terms of Council 
Tax increases for 2023-2024 and the current inflationary burden 
faced by residents? 

Full details required please. 

In the current unpredictable market we are keeping a close eye on 
prices and tenders being received by the Council so that the overall 
budget can be managed within existing resources.

Where schemes are externally funded by DfT we are in close contact 
with DfT and continuing to jointly assess, the potential impact of the 
challenges that you mention.  Of course this is a national problem that 
the DfT and all authorities across the country are facing. 

19. Questioner’s name: Chris White Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Follow up September Meeting Question 21.

A response to a question from September Council meeting from 
Cllr David Gray stated that: 

All planning applications in this area are considered and determined by 
Tewkesbury Borough Council (TBC), as the relevant local planning 
authority. It is hoped that TBC fully consider the policies of 
Gloucestershire County Council’s adopted Local Transport Plan when 
determining all of these planning applications, as well as all other 
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“That said our Local Transport Plan remains a robust and 
current document which already supports our climate 
aspirations and contains a range of policy tools that will continue 
to help with our journey towards net-zero". 
. 
How can this be the case when builders are already being 
granted planning permission within the planned Garden Town 
concept area, where the aspirations of the Local Transport Plan 
are not being considered?

relevant development plan policies and Government guidance.

20. Questioner’s name: Adam Thomas Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies

GCC claim Trevone House a groundbreaking success. 
However, in view of the recent CQC report, this cannot be the 
case.  This report shows a catalogue of failures, stating it “could 
not be assured that young people receive safe, and effective 
care and support.” In the  report it was not assured“ that agency 
staff had the skills to support young people with complex 
needs.” It found that “safe, medicine, management practices 
had not been maintained and implemented which put young 
people at risk.” There was no assurance “that the agency 
nurses were competent in the role to support people with 
complex mental health needs, and physical and 
medicine needs.” Why does GCC plan to replicate this pilot in 
light of this alarming report which highlights unsafe practice and 
lack of qualified staff? 

We appreciate the concerns raised by the CQC report. 

We believe that the innovative model Trevone House is founded upon 
is successful and there have been substantial positive outcomes for 
young people in the short time since its inception, including meaningful 
reduction in missing episodes, meaning reduction in missing hours, 
85% of young people use the emergency/  PACE bed go on to live at 
TH and placement stability is at 90%, which is hugely significant in this 
market when care experienced young people report that frequent 
placement moves and lack of stability are one of their biggest 
concerns. 

That said, there have been challenges with the delivery of the Trevone 
model in partnership with external provider, Homes to Inspire. This is 
an innovative new model of support and care which has not been 
realised before and the delivery with external providers is being refined 
in real time. 

We take the CQC’s concerns seriously and have taken steps to 
address the challenges occurring in the delivery of this model in the 
following ways:
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 We have increased our monitoring and support with our external 
partner, with regular weekly meetings. 

 We have commissioned an independent review of Trevone 
House by the Institute of Public Care to identify where the 
provider needs or would benefit from specific support. 

 We are also working alongside the CQC to address their 
findings, with regular meetings and direct feedback. We have 
been able to address some of the concerns raised and to help 
the inspector gain a deeper understanding of the aims and 
structure of this unique and new model of support.  

 We have recently agreed to set up a working group to examine 
and refine the delivery of services at Trevone House, which 
includes professionals from the NHS, CQC and the council. 

21.  Questioner’s name: Adam Thomas Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies

Trevone house is a pilot for a large semi independent home for 
care leavers, and GCC has hailed it as award winning and 
ground breaking . Tragically within just two years of it opening, 
there has been the death of a young care leaver.  In light of this 
sad news, and in view of Trevone house being a pilot, will the 
Council swiftly rethink and halt their plans to replicate this 
unprecedented large housing model for care leavers?

We are awaiting investigative reports by the Police and by 
Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children’s Partnership into this tragedy 
and expect there will be lessons to learn in their findings which will help 
GCC to evaluate and, if appropriate, develop and strengthen the model 
being piloted in Trevone House. 

There is also an internal review by the external provider who deliver the 
model (Homes2Inspire) which is due to conclude soon. Once these 
reviews are published and reviewed by the council, GCC will be in a 
position to evaluate and comment on the future of the model. 

We note the question implies that Trevone is an ‘unprecedented large 
housing model’, which is not an accurate description of the model or 
service. Trevone is a model encompassing multiple smaller, 
specialised service models each of which address specific needs, 
varying in complexity. 



17

The rationale for this is to provide stability and continuity for vulnerable 
young people as their needs change over time so that, for example, a 
young person who needs a specialist placement in the short term 
knows they will not be expected to move to an entirely new location 
with unfamiliar adults and environment once they stabilise enough to 
need less intense supervision.

22.  Questioner’s name:  Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

When pedestrians arrive at a Pelican Crossing they press the 
button. There is usually a delay of around 30 seconds before 
the lights change and it is signalled safe to cross – even if there 
is no traffic within 100m.

On pelican crossings with a central refuge the delay applies to 
each half of the crossing.

What is the purpose of the delay before the crossing sequence 
starts?

Intergreen periods are required between traffic and pedestrian phases 
to ensure vehicles are clear of the crossing when the green symbol 
illuminates.  

The inter-green period between pedestrian and traffic phases should 
allow any pedestrians on the crossing to clear it before the vehicle 
phase receives a green signal. 

There is no arbitrary delay period set on our pedestrian crossings of 30 
seconds or similar.  On higher speed roads sensors on or near the 
pedestrian crossings will detect the approach of higher speed vehicles 
and allow sufficient time for them to clear the crossing before starting 
the inter-green and pedestrian phase, thus ensuring that pedestrians 
are kept safe and vehicles are not at risk of trying to stop too quickly.  
Of course where pedestrian crossings phases are integrated into traffic 
lights at a junction, then the phasing of these will typically need to fit 
within the overall timings of the junction signals.

23.  Questioner’s name:  Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Who benefits from the delay? All road users benefit for the safety benefits that this brings to the 
crossing.
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24.  Questioner’s name:  Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

What is the cost of changing the length of the delay before a 
crossing sequence starts?

This is part of the design process of the crossing and is programmed 
into the controller in the build process.  Any changes to this sequence 
would require engineer input, that said I do not believe that there is a 
change that we would recommend given the response I’ve just made to 
the earlier question.

If there is a specific crossing that you believe is not operating properly 
please let officers know its location and they will check the signal 
operations.

25.  Questioner’s name:   Anna Russell Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies
The Council continue to assert the success of the model of care, 
piloted at Trevone House. “The only external assessment of 
Trevone House to date (the Care Quality Commission report 
covering the well-being suites issued in July 2022) concluded 
that overall the facility “Requires Improvement” and, in 
particular, the “Safe” and “Well-Led” aspects “Requires 
Improvement”.  Since this date it is understood that there has 
been the sad death of one of the residents of Trevone House 
(although this does not appear to have been publicly confirmed). 
In view of these fundamental problems with the operation of 
Trevone House, will the council provide a detailed update on the 
status of the planned replication of this model on an even larger 
scale at Southfield, Park Road, Stroud and any other proposed 
developments similar to Trevone House, such as The Elms, Elm 
Road, Stonehouse."

Thank you very much for your question. Trevone House is 
Gloucestershire’s first specially designed supported accommodation 
provision for young people leaving care. It is designed to provide for 
young people at different stages of their development into adulthood so 
not all aspects of its delivery are the same or provided by the same 
team. The two CQC registered wellbeing suites are supported by a 
multidisciplinary team comprising mental health and support staff. 
Following any inspection activity, the provider (in this case Homes to 
Inspire) will devise and implement an action plan in response to any 
recommendations made. Gloucestershire County Council will work with 
the provider to ensure the delivery of that plan. I can confirm that this is 
the case for the Trevone Wellbeing Suites.

The supported accommodation flats in Trevone are provided by Homes 
to Inspire. These have also faced a number challenges over recent 
months. As this is not registered or regulated provision the council is 
commissioning an independent review to consider how Trevone has 
performed and make recommendations for the future. This will inform 
the development of much needed future provision and will help deliver 
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the council’s commitment to ensuring that care experienced young 
people receive sufficient, high quality, safe accommodation and 
support.

26.  Questioner’s name:  Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

What is a highway?
The common law definition that says ‘A highway is a way over which 
there exists a public right of passage, that is to say a right for all His 
Majesty’s subjects at all seasons of the year freely and at their will to 
pass and repass without let or hindrance. ‘

27.  Questioner’s name:  Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

What is the purpose of a highway?
As per my previous response, the common law definition that says ‘A 
highway is a way over which there exists a public right of passage, that 
is to say a right for all His Majesty’s subjects at all seasons of the year 
freely and at their will to pass and repass without let or hindrance. ‘

28.  Questioner’s name:  Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

What is the purpose of the carriageway?
A carriageway is a paved surface for wheeled vehicles to travel on – 
literally from its historic definition, a way for carriages.

29.  Questioner’s name:  Adam Taylor Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

“Since the opening of the new St Whites School in 2016, 
residents of Sneyd Wood Road have been affected by School 
drop off and pick up traffic. This is a breach of the planning 
permission Gloucestershire County Council passed for the 
building of the School. In a recent Speed Survey paid for by the 
Parish Council traffic had increased to over 1000 trips per day, 

There are two school streets schemes in Gloucestershire, one in 
Tewkesbury and one in Cheltenham. 

The process of implementing, running and monitoring these schemes 
required considerable resources and was significantly affected by the 
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up 250% since 2017, with over 200 incidents of speeding over 
30mph in a week.
Residents complain about pollution, verbal abuse, inconsiderate 
parking, delays for emergency vehicles. School children have 
written to residents with concerns about the traffic.

Residents, School Governors and Head, Parish Council and 
County Councillor all support the request for the School Streets 
scheme to be implemented on Sneyd Wood Road.
Gloucestershire County Council began trialling School Streets in 
Autumn 2020, at Schools outside of the Forest Of Dean. 
Councillor Dominic Morris, in a response to a petition for School 
Streets, stated this trial will continue for another 12 months. This 
will bring the trial period to 3 years.

Why does it take 3 years to trial the School Streets scheme 
before rolling it out to other School areas?

disruption to travel and normal attendance patterns during the Covid 
lockdowns. Whilst both schemes have since been made permanent, 
we remain to be convinced that this is the most effective or practical 
approach to solving the problems you have highlighted. That is why we 
have agreed to continue monitoring these sites to understand how 
sustainable and lasting the changes are, before we consider any 
further extension to the school streets approach in Gloucestershire. 

In the meantime, the council remains committed to tackling school gate 
congestion and supporting parents with measures to increase walking, 
cycling and scooting to school. This will improve the local environment 
for residents and help reduce carbon emissions under our Greener 
Gloucestershire programme. 

Officers are liaising with the schools that signed up for a second round 
of school streets to see how we can work with them in the meantime.
 
Resources permitting, we will also support other schools who have 
committed to School Travel Plans, as we believe that the school 
community are best placed to lead on changing behaviour through an 
active travel plan, and working with local champions and influencers.   

Officers in Highways and Thinktravel are liaising with the local 
community and St Whites to meet on site this autumn.

30.  Questioner’s name:  Adam Taylor Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Will the County Council be rolling out the School Street scheme 
out to other areas in 2023? As indicated in my previous response, I cannot say at the moment as it 

will depend on the outcome of monitoring at existing sites, the 
effectiveness of other measures and available resources and priorities.
 
A decision will be taken later in 2023.
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31.  Questioner’s name:  Adam Taylor Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Why wasn’t St Whites School considered for the initial trial when 
the problems have been known since 2016? 

The initial trial took place during COVID and it was only possible to 
select a few schools for the first phase. The selection was based on a 
prioritisation matrix which took into account the following: 

(i) commitment by the school to promote walking and cycling
(ii) Potential park and stride sites 
(iii) Potential displacement. 

For the planned second phase a full auditing process was conducted 
and scored. St Whites, made the short list but for the reasons 
explained in my response to your earlier question this phase has been 
paused.

32.  Questioner’s name:  Adam Taylor Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Why has the safety and well being of children walking to School 
in the Forest of Dean less important than other areas of the 
County?

Our Highways, Education, Road Safety and Thinktravel services work 
to support pedestrian safety through walking and cycling infra-structure 
improvements, assessment of safe walking routes to school, School 
Crossing Patrols whilst also delivering Bikeability to 34 schools in the 
Forest of Dean.

Our approach is consistent across the county and any prioritisation of 
schemes or schools is always based on consistent county wide criteria.  
I trust that this and my previous responses have provided reassurance 
that walking and cycling to schools in the Forest of Dean are equally 
important to the Council.

33.  Questioner’s name:  Adam Taylor Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Why have the Gloucestershire County Council ThinkTravel 



22

Team never visited St Whites School to discuss these 
problems?

Officers in Thinktravel have been very responsive to Adam Taylor’s 
concerns, co-ordinating the work of relevant teams in the council and 
police to offer support and advice.
A site visit by a member of the ThinkTravel team was conducted on 
10th June 2021 and a road safety assessment. The Local Highways 
Manager and TRO Manager have visited recently and assessed the 
site and a further visit is planned this autumn with St Whites.

34.  Questioner’s name:  Adam Taylor Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Why have residents of Sneyd Wood Road been declined a 
Vehicle Activition Sign when applying for the Gloucestershire 
County County Speed Watch Fund, in the light of the Speed 
Survey data?”

Unfortunately their application was reviewed and it did not meet the 
criteria that we use to assess sites countywide. When the Road Safety 
Officer attended site with the community group to discuss this 
application the community group supplied speed data which showed 
that vehicles are driving at 20mph when the current speed limit is 
30mph.
The housing development has traffic calming features including build 
outs and has been designed to a 20mph design speed. 

35.  Questioner’s name:  Johnathan Lane Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies
I'm concerned about the lack of provision for young people in 
the Forest of Dean. 

Young people having a safe space to socialise in the evening 
would be of real benefit to the local community. Such a space 
would provide people with something to focus on and reduce 
anti-social behaviour. Adults running such provision would also 
provide excellent role models for our young people.

Provision in locations like Sedbury, in the Forest, are minimal. 
Could the council please outline whether it has any plans to 
increase youth centres, or other safe spaces, for young people 

Thank you for your question around provision of young people in the 
Forest of Dean. The Council currently operates an extensive Youth 
Support programme around the Forest including:

 Monday mornings session in 5 Acres schools run by a youth 
worker

 Monday evening 5.30 till 7 p.m. Detached outreach work in 
Cinderford and Coleford

 Monday evening 6.30 to 8.30 Forest Pulse youth group. 
Delivered in partnership with local youth orgs.

 Tuesday 3 till 4.30 school group 5 Acres.
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in the Forest of Dean.  Tuesday 5.30 to 7.30 Feel Good Factor youth group.
 Thursday A.M School group sessions

In addition, there is healthy holiday activity delivered in the ‘Main Place’ 
building during school holiday periods. This includes the provision of a 
hot healthy meal and activities for young people aged 11 to 18 and
one to one activity based support is also offered across the Forest 
including mountain biking, climbing and Bushcraft.

There is a constant need to review the youth offer for our young people 
to ensure it continues to address needs within each locality. The 
Council is therefore in the process of reviewing and refocusing local 
youth provision for children and young people living in the Forest as 
part of a new Youth retender scheduled to commence from July 2023. 
Our intention is to restructure the operational work of Youth support 
into distinct locality focused provision, aligned with the locality based 
Family Hubs. Within the new model, Gloucester and Forest are 
grouped within one locality hub enabling provision of localised intensive 
outreach and early intervention, amongst a wide range of interrelated 
community support services.  

36.  Questioner’s name: Victoria Atherstone Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris
Constituents have complained to me about the safety of turning 
right from Grevil Road onto Princess Elizabeth Way, and have 
suggested that rather than just having a pedestrian crossing, it 
would be safer if the whole junction had traffic lights.  

Having spoken to the County Councillors who represent the 
area covered by the junction, it appears that even together their 
local highway funding would be insufficient to fund this level of 
investment in junction safety. Therefore could the Cabinet 
Member please advise how the local community can get this 
junction signalised using central strategic funding please? 

The Local Highway Manager isn’t aware of the issues raised at this 
junction.  The LHM is happy to meet and discuss any junctions where 
communities or the Local Member feels there are safety concerns, 
however there are currently no plans to signalise the junction.  The 
junction does not appear on the Gloucestershire Road Safety Hotspot 
List and as such this would indicate that there are other sites across 
the county that would be considered a higher priority for investigation 
or remedial works.
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Thank you Cllr Atherstone, Cheltenham Borough Council 

37. Questioner’s name: Hannah and James Knotwell Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris
We live at the lowest point on Brooklyn Road, Cheltenham, and 
despite our county councillor getting the council to make some 
drainage improvements further up the road, the area still floods 
during heavy rain. During heavy rain all of the gullies on the 
road become covered by leaves and debris from the trees, 
which prevents the rain water from draining away. The water 
and debris then flows down the road like a river and collects 
outside our house, then quickly floods our garden and puts 
our property (and those of neighbours) at risk. This means the 
residents have to manually clear the gullies during heavy rain. 
We have been trying to tackle this problem since we moved into 
the property 6 years ago.

We do try to keep the gullies outside our property clear from 
leaves, but we cannot always manage to do this (let alone for 
the entire road) due to my husband working away and myself 
looking after our 7 month old.

Could the council please advise what further steps it can take to 
protect the houses in this section of road from flooding?

The area was inspected following heavy rain on Sunday 22nd October 
2022, with no evidence of standing water.  We would expect any water 
to be clear of the highway within an hour of the rain stopping.
 
Cheltenham Borough Council carry out Street Cleansing activities in 
this area.  Enhanced cleaning due to leaf fall will help clear gully tops 
and disperse water quicker, hence you may wish to pick this element 
up with Cheltenham Borough Council.

Of course at this time of year many areas are experiencing high 
rainfall, stormy conditions and lots of leaf fall / leaf litter on the road, 
which can restrict the effectiveness of gullies.  This is an inevitable 
consequence of some of the beautiful street trees that we have across 
our county and in particular in Cheltenham, which are a great asset for 
our areas and a great benefit to environmental and climate challenges.  
Where individuals or communities feel able to safely clear the gully 
tops this will help with clearing surface water.

38. Questioner’s name: Tracey and Dean Penfold Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Our house is positioned just as the hill levels out. ( near the 
postbox) Due to the excessive leaf drop from the lovely trees 
that line our road, the drains block very quickly as soon as we 
have a downpour. Myself and the direct neighbours need to 
manually unblock the leaves to allow the flow to drain away. 
Although we do see the road sweeper on this road, it is not 
often enough when the winds arrive. 

Noting the response I gave to Qu. 37. it is great to hear that you feel 
able and safe to help remove some leaf litter when this is causing a 
problem.  Cheltenham Borough Council arrange street cleansing and 
may be able to provide sweeping on a more regular basis.
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39. Questioner’s name: Sally & Maryin Pockett Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris
We live near the lowest point on Brooklyn Road, Cheltenham, 
and despite our county councillor getting the council to make 
some drainage improvements further up the road, the area still 
floods during heavy rain. As I have suggested before we need 
the leaves regularly collected by the council and the road swept 
weekly this will avoid the drains becoming blocked from a 
deluge of leaves and rubbish being washed down Brooklyn 
Road and blocking the drains at the lowest point. At its worst if 
my husband goes out and clears the drains the excess rain 
water does drain away very quickly within minutes. Could the 
council please advise what they can do to increase the cleaning 
of the road and to bring in regular leaf collecting especially in 
the Autumn

Please see my responses to questions 37 and 38.

40. Questioner’s name: Adrian Birch Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray 

Since you were appointed what action have you taken to 
alleviate the chronic traffic congestion and air pollution on the 
A48 between Lydney and Chepstow?

Whilst many are agreed a Chepstow bypass is desirable this 
involves negotiation between Gloucestershire CC and  
Monmouth CC and with suitable environmental protection 
measures will take years to come to fruition. 

What practical steps are you taking to deal with short-term 
problems? 
Have you investigated 2+1 and bus lanes to encourage car-
sharing? What about public transport? 

We need a park and ride hub for cyclists and car users 

GCC is represented on the Chepstow Air Quality Steering Group and 
Chepstow Officer Review Group, and has been working with 
Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) to develop studies to 
WelTAG/WebTAG standards. These studies develop solutions to 
address the congestion pinch point in Chepstow. Funding of the 
studies to date has been from the Welsh Government, GCC and MCC.

The study works included a series of Options Assessment Reviews, 
transport modelling, stakeholder engagement and public consultation 
via a virtual workshop. The consultation was well received and resulted 
in a high number of responses, from a broad range of age groups, 
which have helped inform outcomes. A summary document was 
published in March 2021 on the MCC website. 
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commuting to  Bristol to  encourage them to take buses and 
ease congestion until a by pass can be constructed. In the 
longer term a third Severn crossing near the growing town of 
Lydney would bring the Forest of Dean closer to the M5 and 
alleviate traffic congestion on the A48 in Chepstow and 
Gloucester. 

It is good to hear that the current MP for the Forest of Dean, 
Mark Harper, is to become Transport secretary at Westminster. 
Perhaps you can influence him to act in the best interest of the 
Forest and provide funding for a much-needed transport 
improvement.

The studies identified active travel, public transport and road-based 
intervention proposals. MCC then undertook an active travel 
consultation on measures primarily located in the MCC area with clear 
crossovers re- movements from residents in Tutshill, Sedbury and 
Beachley. 

We were delighted with the news that Mark Harper has been appointed 
Secretary of State for Transport. It is great that he will be bringing an 
understanding of the complexities and nuances of rural transport 
issues to that position.

41. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies 
To: The Leader of Council

Following the article in The Observer on Sunday 30 
October https://www.theguardian.com/education/2022/oct/29/sc
hool-meals-holiday-vouchers-axed-teachers-marcus-rashford-
councils

For how long is Gloucestershire CC committed to continue 
providing holiday food vouchers to parents of children who 
qualify for free school meals?

Gloucestershire County Council has committed to provide additional 
holiday free school meal voucher support until March 2023 using the 
Household Support Fund (HSF) grant funding from the Department for 
Work and Pensions. This is in addition to the Holiday, Activities and 
Food (HAF) Programme which is available for Easter, Summer and 
Christmas holidays where food provision is an integral part of the 
support on offer. 

We are currently working with our corporate resource colleagues to 
confirm our longer-term position on holiday food provision. 

42. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies 
To: The Leader of Council

Will the Christmas/New Year holiday and February half-term 
food payments be supplemented with an allowance for heating 
when the young people are at home so that children can have 
hot food in a warm home?

Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) understand that the current 
cost of living crisis is creating anxiety with our families as to how they 
will be able to cook hot food, especially during school holidays when 
energy usage may be higher as a result of children being home. There 
are no plans to provide every household in receipt of half term food 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2022/oct/29/school-meals-holiday-vouchers-axed-teachers-marcus-rashford-councils
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2022/oct/29/school-meals-holiday-vouchers-axed-teachers-marcus-rashford-councils
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2022/oct/29/school-meals-holiday-vouchers-axed-teachers-marcus-rashford-councils


27

payments with any energy allowance, but GCC are administering the 
Household Support Fund (HSF) where those who feel they need 
additional, short-term support with food and energy can apply. This 
support is in addition to the energy support scheme delivered by 
central government where every household is entitled to £400 towards 
their energy bills over the winter period. 

During the Christmas holidays the Holiday Activity Fund will be 
operating and delivering hot meals for children who attend the 
programme.  

43. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray 

On 26 October PATH, the Partnership for Active Travel and 
Health, published a report entitled "Make way for walking and 
cycling" https://pathforwalkingcycling.com/wp-
content/uploads/Make-way-for-walking-and-cycling.pdf .The 
benefits are summarised in a press release 
 https://pathforwalkingcycling.com/wp-content/uploads/PATH-
Launch-Press-Release-.pdf 

What additional funds are the Council considering committing in 
the budget for 2023-24 and beyond to make it safer for people 
to walk and cycle on journeys of less than 5km particularly in 
urban areas? 

The County Council has secured over £40million of funding to date on 
cycling that will seek to deliver a cycle spine between Stroud and 
Bishops Cleeve with more third party funding being sought to support 
the delivery of the project.  This funding is expected to be invested over 
the next five financial years, though a number of the cycle improvement 
schemes that make up the cycle spine have been delivered or are 
currently under construction. 

In addition all scheme within our capital programme give consideration 
for how cyclists (and pedestrians) may use them and seek to 
incorporate improvements as part of the overall scheme designs.  This 
is also in addition to the active travel and cycle improvement schemes 
that we fund directly from our capital delivery programmes.

44. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray 
What do you understand about the social, health, mental health, 
trading, CO2, air pollution, reduction in oil and gas consumption, 
reduction of congestion, local economic and other benefits and 
returns that will follow from investment in making it easier and 

The County Council has prioritised the delivery of active travel 
schemes in its local transport plan based on CO2 impact. 
Gloucestershire recognises the urgency of this issue; the County 

https://pathforwalkingcycling.com/wp-content/uploads/Make-way-for-walking-and-cycling.pdf
https://pathforwalkingcycling.com/wp-content/uploads/Make-way-for-walking-and-cycling.pdf
https://pathforwalkingcycling.com/wp-content/uploads/PATH-Launch-Press-Release-.pdf
https://pathforwalkingcycling.com/wp-content/uploads/PATH-Launch-Press-Release-.pdf
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safer for people to travel on foot and by bike? Council declared a 'climate emergency' in 2019. In the light of this the 
Local Transport Plan has developed new policy areas and 
strengthened its target to reduce per capita transport carbon 
emissions. The County Councils objectives stated in the Local 
Transport Plan are also to improve community health and wellbeing 
and promote equality of opportunity.  Promoting mode shift from the 
single private vehicle to sustainable modes of transport such as 
walking, cycling and using public transport will reduce CO2 emissions 
and benefit public health through, increased physical activity levels and 
reduced air pollution.

I wholeheartedly agree with the many benefits of walking and cycling 
which you raise in your question and can also be confirmed through 
research and other literature. For example, the Department for 
Transport’s “Gear Change” vision for cycling and walking lists the 
following benefits of active travel: 

 Health - Physical inactivity costs the NHS up to £1bn per 
annum, with further indirect costs calculated at £8.2bn.

 Wellbeing - 20 minutes of exercise per day cuts risk of 
developing depression by 31% and increases productivity of 
workers.

 Congestion - The new east-west and north-south cycle routes in 
London are moving 46% of the people in only 30% of the road 
space.

 Local businesses - Up to 40% increase in shopping footfall by 
well-planned improvements in the walking environment.

 Environmental and air quality - Meeting the targets to double 
cycling and increase walking would lead to savings of £567 
million annually from air quality alone and prevent 8,300 
premature deaths each year and provide opportunities to 
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improve green spaces and biodiversity.

 Climate change - Mode shift to active transport is one of the 
most cost-effective ways of reducing transport emissions.

 Economy - Cycling contributes £5.4bn to the economy per year 
and supports 64,000 jobs.

It is precisely for these reasons why as a Council we have been so 
proactive and bidding for and securing investment to take our cycling 
plans forward.

45. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris
Has anyone in the Gloucestershire Highways department taken 
the University of Amsterdam's free, on-line "Alternative Mobility 
Naratives" course: https://www.coursera.org/lecture/alternative-
mobility-narratives/course-introduction-with-marco-te-
brommelstroet-and-george-liu-nwdtt

Thank you for making us aware of this publication.  It is not one that the 
team use at present, but please do rest assured that the team continue 
to work very closely with the DfT and Active Travel England and 
continue to ensure that our approaches are therefore full aligned with 
best practice from across the UK and abroad. 

46. Questioner’s name: Danielle Francis Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson

It is my understanding that The Cotswold School was asked to 
increase pupil numbers in recent years. In a rural 
catchment area this obviously impacts school transport. Can the 
council explain what planning for these transport needs was put 
in place so that existing pupils would not be disadvantaged, for 
example in the longer school day and safeguarding concerns 
now facing TCS8 families?

Under the current arrangement the morning pick-up in Chedworth is 
scheduled for 07:35. This is not an especially early time as many pick-
ups throughout the county and the entire UK are at a similar time or 
earlier. We understand this is earlier than in recent years however 
changes have to be made to accommodate the transport needs of all 
pupils.
 
A flexible departure arrangement for the afternoon bus to Chedworth 
has been successfully implemented to address the concerns of 
parents, however the same solution is not possible in the morning. 
 
These changes to the school bus timetable are necessary to deliver 

https://www.coursera.org/lecture/alternative-mobility-narratives/course-introduction-with-marco-te-brommelstroet-and-george-liu-nwdtt
https://www.coursera.org/lecture/alternative-mobility-narratives/course-introduction-with-marco-te-brommelstroet-and-george-liu-nwdtt
https://www.coursera.org/lecture/alternative-mobility-narratives/course-introduction-with-marco-te-brommelstroet-and-george-liu-nwdtt
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transport to all pupils using the resources available. New services are 
extremely difficult to procure due to a national and local shortage of 
drivers, and in the rare instance when they can be procured, we are 
seeing very high costs due to the impact of inflation on fuel and driver 
salaries. 
 
I have been assured that the situation at The Cotswold School is being 
regularly monitored by staff in the Integrated Transport Unit.

47. Questioner’s name: Ginny Kirkham Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
Bim Atolami MP for Hitchen and Harpenden asked a question at 
PMQs on Wednesday 26th October. He is launching a 
campaign to extend the Chiltern Area of Natural Beauty which 
surrounds Hitchen. He asked the PM to join him in celebrating 
AONBs and to support his campaign in Hertfordshire. Rishi 
Sunak said Bim was right to highlight the benefit Natural Parks 
and AONBs can bring to our lives and well being. Do the 
Council agree with the PM and will they promise to protect our 
AONBs in Gloucestershire  from negative affects of 
infrastructure projects.

Gloucestershire’s Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) have 
been designated in relation to their national importance and are a great 
asset to the county. AONBs enjoy specific levels of protection as set 
out in the National Planning Policy Framework and the relevant District 
Councils’ Local Plans.

48. Questioner’s name: Adrian Oldman Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray 

What is the total cost of building, managing, and maintaining the 
Council's Park & Ride facilities serving Gloucester and 
Cheltenham since 2012? What is the ongoing annual costs of 
these sites?

Answering this will require a significant amount of work to gather the 
required information going back almost ten years. 

49. Questioner’s name: Adrian Oldman Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson
Is there a charge to bus operators for using the bus stops at the 
Council's Park & Ride (P&R) sites around the county? If so, 
what is that charge and how is it arrived at?

No.

50. Questioner’s name: Adrian Oldman Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson
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How many of any of the County's P&R contracts have been 
terminated early, either by the operator or by the County 
Council?  

The County Council does not have any active contracts for the delivery 
of a Park and Ride service.

51. Questioner’s name: Adrian Oldman Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson
Who will be operating the P&R service from Arle Court when 
Stagecoach withdraw both the dedicated service and the 94 
service on 27 November?

A procurement process is currently underway and more information will 
be announced in due course.

52. Questioner’s name: Adrian Oldman Respondent’s name: Cllr Phil Robinson
What steps are being taken to to provide alternative provision 
for the routes across the County where Stagecoach have 
recently announced that they will no longer be operating, and 
what effect will the withdrawal of between 250,000 and 500,000 
passenger journeys a year have on the County Council's aim in 
its BSIP to increase passenger numbers by 10% against pre-
pandemic levels? 

The impact of these withdrawals by Stagecoach can only be 
detrimental to our aim of increasing passenger numbers. This is why 
we opposed them so strongly. 

A full procurement process is being conducted to find replacement 
operators for these Stagecoach withdrawals. It is important to note that 
this is a very difficult market in which to procure bus services, but GCC 
officers will do everything possible to secure replacements.

53. Questioner’s name: Adrian Oldman Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
Under the Council's ULEV Chargepoint Project, how many of 
the double EV chargers have been installed? When and where 
will the first ones be in Stroud District?  

The first 6 EV charge points have already been installed this autumn 
and represent some early positive steps towards the delivery of our 
overall programme.  Considerable feasibility work has already been 
carried out with our supplier, its supply chain and power companies to 
identify and develop firm prices for the next phase of locations. We are 
about to review these with councillors before asking local communities 
to comment prior to installation.

A number of locations in Stroud District are being worked on in the first 
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phase and further sites are in the pipeline for future phases. Officers 
have also been working closely with district officers to coordinate our 
work with the district council’s own charge point roll out.

54. Questioner’s name: Adrian Oldman Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
At the end of the 2021/22 planting season, the Council stated it 
had planted 66,000 of the 1 million trees it has committed to 
plant by 2030. Given the exceptionally warm weather, and lack 
of rain over the last five months. What steps have the Council 
been taking to monitor these trees to ensure that these trees are 
thriving and healthy, and has it lost any of these 66,000 planted 
so far?

The council has planted some 32,000 trees across the county as part 
of its Ash Die Back Programme and has funded the planting of the 
reminder of the 66,000 trees at 56 partner sites. Due to the number of 
trees and locations involved it is difficult to fully monitor survival rates. 
However, partner locations have committed to the maintenance of 
planted sites with the aim of ensuring a survival rate of 75%. This is 
accepted as a reasonable/normal survival rate by the Forestry 
Commission.  Partner sites will also provide annual updates on the 
progress of their planted sites.
 
Where higher levels of losses have come to our attention, such as the 
Plock Court site in Gloucester this summer, we have arranged for 
additional watering and management. We are also working with three 
partners, including Gloucester City Council, who have experienced 
higher losses to bid for further funding made available by the Forestry 
Commission in recognition of the drought conditions experienced last 
summer.

55. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Mark Hawthorne
Women’s mobility needs are generally under-represented. This 
means that men’s mobility needs are over-represented. The 
Swedish decision to introduce female crash dummies that was 
in the news last week is only one example of this.  What action 
is the County Council taking to ensure that women are fully 
represented in consultations and research studies that it 
commissions to support policy and implementation decisions in 
this important area.

We are very aware of the importance of designing infrastructure and 
creating places that are safe and feel safe to use by all people, 
especially given the concerns many women have about walking or 
cycling alone and after dark. 

Research has shown that using traditional council consultation tools for 
highways and transport schemes often results in women and young 
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people being under-represented so their needs may not be fully 
considered in our schemes.

As part of our work with DfT to increase Active Travel (walking and 
cycling) we have started using a leading engagement platform to help 
ensure that we hear from women at a formative stage in the design and 
consultation process and can take their concerns into account where 
possible. We are also using social media channels to improve access 
to a broader spectrum of society. In addition to this many officers are 
also receiving training to be more aware of unconscious biases.

56. Questioner’s name: Eleanor Clark Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris
I would like to ask what is being done about the 
increasing problem with traffic congestion and speed around the 
Leckhampton area, particularly Leckhampton Road, Church 
Road, Charlton Lane and nearby, as well as the nightmare 
which is the parking at the Co Op on Leckhampton Road and 
the adjacent roundabout.

For years, we have repeatedly raised concerns about the risk to 
pedestrians in this area, particularly children going to the 
primary school on Hall Road. Nothing has been done. The 
council seem to have no interest in any sort of speed or traffic 
restrictions.

If, heaven forend, anyone is injured or killed as a result of this 
negligence, the council will be found responsible.

The Local Highway Manager is aware of the issues in this area and will 
be arranging a meeting with the local primary school and the County 
Councillor for the Division to discuss any potential options.


